THE DAWN OF LIBERATION

Site of the House and were not free to mingle with their Parliamentary
colleagues. I think there are a good many arguments I could use to
free us of the charge of having infringed the constitution.) As I was
saying, hundreds of the best brains we have are riveted on the problem,
but I can hold out no guarantee that it will be completely solved until
we have occupied the region from which these bombs are launched, as
we shall no doubt do before the unconditional surrender of the enemy
has been received. But even that will be good enough.

As long ago as February 22nd, I warned the House that Hitler was
preparing to attack this country by new methods, and it is quite
possible that attempts will be made with long-range rockets containing ,
a heavier explosive charge than the flying bomb, and intended tc
produce a great deal more mischief. London, we may expect, will be
the primary target on account of the probable inaccuracy of the rocket
weapon. We therefore advise the classes for whom evacuation
facilities have been provided by the Government, and others with no
war duties here who can make their own arrangements, to take the
opportunity of leaving the capital in a timely, orderly and gradual
manner. It is by no means certain that the enemy has solved the
difficult technical problems connected with the aiming of the rockets,
but none the less I do not wish to minimize the ordeal to which we may
be subjected, except to say that I am sure it is not one we shall not
be able to bear.

I have finished with this, and as a grim comment on all I have said
this fact must be added. The hon. Member for Eye (Mr. Granville)
put a Question to the Secretary of State for Air, the answer to which
I thought might come in here, so he kindly consented to defer his
Question. The weight of flying bombs launched against this country
from the night of June ijth to the night of July 3ist is estimated to
be some 4,500 tons. During the same period the Allied Air Forces
dropped approximately 48,000 tons of high explosive bombs on
Germany. Of course we try in the main to aim at important military
objectives, and consequently it may be that there is less loss of life in
particular places than when a weapon is used which has no other object
than the indiscriminate slaughter of the civilian population.

I have trepassed a good deal on the House, but I think I must take
a little more time, especially in view of the decision which the House
Las properly taken to have an interval in our labours. I now approach,
not without natural anxiety, the delicate subject of Foreign Affairs.
I still hold to the view which I expressed last time that as the war
enters its final phase it is becoming, and will become, increasingly
less ideological. Confusion was caused in some minds by mixing
ideology with idealism, whereas in fact there is quite a notable difference
between them. While I cherish idealism as a cheerful light playing
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